
GUIDING PRINCIPLES
There are specific guidelines and practices for providing assessment and treatment services to children
and youth who have engaged in sexually harming behaviours: ATSA Practice Guidelines for Assessment,
Treatment, and Intervention with Adolescents who have Engaged in Sexually Abusive Behaviour, 2017,
ATSA Children with Sexual Behavior Problems, 2nd Ed, 2023. In addition, there are principles for working
with children and youth who have sexually harmed within a family context. The following is a summary of
the guiding principles for this specialized work:

GENERAL DESCRIPTION
Providing clinical services to children and youth who have engaged in sexually harming behaviours are
crucial for sexual violence prevention, especially as Canada sees increased reports in child care,
elementary, high school, and university settings post-#MeToo. It's vital to shift the responsibility from those
who have experienced harm and victimization. To engage in this prevention work, it is essential to have a
developmental and trauma-informed lens  as they are still developing children. There is no one set of
characteristics of children and youth who engage in sexually harmful behaviours so developing specialized
skills and knowledge is essential to support this population..  
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PREREQUISITES
Advanced clinical training requires prerequisite knowledge and experience that is generally attained in a
Master’s level program or equivalent. An understanding of the foundational theories that inform the work,
including child and adolescent development, attachment, trauma, neuroscience and resiliency. While many,
but not all children and youth who engaged in harmful sexual behaviours also have a history of adverse
childhood experiences, it is recommended that clinicians have a prior foundation of knowledge, skills, and
experience working with children and youth who have experienced trauma.

PROGRAM OFFERINGS
The Clinical Collective has developed a number of modules that address an understanding, assessment
and treatment of children and youth who have engaged in sexually harming behaviours. They can be
combined or offered as separate trainings. A list of the detailed descriptions of the offerings is available
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